Hey there, Caylor,

Did you know that corporations in Oregon pay only $10 in state income taxes? Compare that with what the average family in Oregon pays in income taxes—$3100. That’s 300 times more than companies like Macy’s and Sprint pay!

I’m writing you now to encourage you to vote “Yes!” on two ballot measures in January to protect important services in Oregon by telling corporations it’s time they started paying their fair share.

Income taxes for big business have been far too low for far too long, and now there’s something we can do about it. On January 26, Oregonians like you and I will vote on ballot measures 66 and 67, and I’d like you to join me in voting for tax fairness.

The first measure will raise corporate minimum income taxes from $10 to $150 and raise the marginal tax on corporate profits by just 1.3 percent. The second measure will raise the marginal tax on the richest of Oregonians—those making more than a quarter million dollars per year. The vast majority—98 percent—of taxpayers won’t be affected at all, and Oregon will continue to have the lowest taxes on the West coast.

Most importantly, these small changes add up to about a billion dollars of essential funding for services like education, healthcare and public safety. I’ve gotten involved because I care deeply about the safety of Oregon and its support for people dealing with addiction, individuals transitioning out of prison, and survivors of crime. You can learn more about public safety in Oregon from the Partnership for Safety and Justice, the organization I’m involved with, at www.safetyandjustice.org.

I think it’s time for big businesses in Oregon to start paying their share, just like Oregon families do. If they don’t, education, healthcare and public safety will all suffer.

If you’d like to sign the pledge to defend Oregon, you can find it online at www.defendoregon.org, or we can meet up some time to talk about the measures and I can give you a copy. Either way, Oregon families will be thankful to voters like us for voting “Yes!” to protect important services come January.

Thanks very much.

Sincerely,

Erika

